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Foreword 
This special issue is based on a selected subset of high-quality papers from the 
fourth International Conference on Database Theory (ICDT) held in 1992 in Berlin. 
Preliminary reports on these papers appeared in the proceedings of that conference, 
under the title Database Theory - ICDT ‘92, published by Springer-Verlag as number 
646 in the Lecture Notes in Computer Science series. 
Beginning in 1992, ICDT became the merger of two series of conferences on theoret- 
ical aspects of databases that were formed in parallel by different scientific communities 
in Europe. The first series, known as the International Conference on Database Theory, 
was initiated in Rome in 1986, and continued in Bruges (1988) and Paris (1990). The 
second series, known as the Symposium on Mathematical Fundamentals of Database 
Systems (MFDBS) was initiated in Dresden in 1987, and continued in Visegrad (1989) 
and Restock (1991). The fifth ICDT conference took place in Prague in January, 1995. 
All of the selected papers were reviewed and refereed after the conference. The 
journal versions contain full proofs of the results presented at the conference, and, in 
many cases, more recent results. 
We thank the authors, the ICDT ‘92 program committee, the referees, and the ed- 
itorial board of Theoretical Computer Science for their cooperation in creating this 
issue. 
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